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Part 1V—Section 2 o
Tamil Nadu Acts and Ordinances.

The following Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislature ‘réceive
the assent of the Governor on the Ist August 1985 and  is _hereby
published for general information :— ' ' SR

ACT No. 40 OF 1985. ~-
An Act to provide for the establishment‘and m_az‘menan.ce- of a
Fire Service in the State of Tamil Nadu. s

BE it enacted by the Legislatur

e of the State of Tamil Nadu. in the
Thirty-sixthk Year of the Republ s

1;: of India as follows :—
'CHAPTER 1.
PRELIMIVNARY.‘

L. -Short title, extert and bnmmpncemenz‘;_(,l) This Aci'?- ma
called the Tamil Nadu Fire Service Act, 1985, . L

(2) Tt extends

to the whole of ’t,h'é State of Tamilrf”Naau.'
(3) Tt shall come into-

may, by notification, appoint
for different areas. ‘

force on such date as the Governm
» and different dates may be appointd
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means : the Dlrector of the TFire Service
"”pomted under secqlon 4 | ‘

- (b) & fire-fighting property lncludes—-—

5 (1) lands and buildings used as fire stations and static wats:r
y (11) ﬁre engines, appliances, equipments, tools, implements and
thing; whatsoever used for fire-fighting ;

(111) metor Vehlcles and ‘other means of transport used in
”nn tlon with fire- ﬁghl:mg and

‘ ‘(IV} uniforms and badges of rank

(c)' ‘ Flre Servxce * means. the _Tannl Nadu Fire Serwcc esta-

'L(d),j_.‘ ﬁre station ”’ means. any post or place declared, generally
:specglally, ‘by the Governmenft to be a fire stanon'°

‘

of a ﬁre station >’ mcludes when the

A;ppomt”'e ent of Dzrector of Fzre Service.—The Government
! ¢rson to be the Dlrector of the Fire Service.

nd. of Fzre Service.—(1) Subject to
?t.he Government the: supermtendence and control of

fdélnoe' Wlth the provmmns of this Act and of any rules
1 der. | :

Govemment may appomt such oiﬁcers as they may
0. asmst the Dnrector in the d1scharge of his duties.

ppoint such number of ofﬁcers and servarts as they think fit
Members of F1re Servwe.




]eges of a Membex of Fire Scrwce undcr thls Act

Aok

he shall fOitth'ﬁh surrender the certificate, umform and badge of

rank to any officer empowered to receive the same,
. ot

(3) During any term of suspension. the powers, funct1ons_=

prmlcgcs vested in any Member of Fire Servzce 5hall be i '

xhch duties and penaltxes and ‘be subolrdmate to the same _
as a regular Member of Fire Service. =

i

9. Expenditure on Fire Service—(1) The entire expendifuré
conncction with the Fire Service shall be met out of the Consohd
Fund of the State.

”.(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for th
being in force, the local authority of any area in which this Act
force shall pay to the Gaovernment such contribution tOwérds tﬁé., cost

[ thie portion of the Fire Service established and mamtamed m ‘tha
arca a§ the Goverament may direct from time to time. i




0\¥LR OF THE GO\/ERNMBNT THE DIRECTOR AND
- MEMBERS OF FIRE SERVICE. |

ower ,f\"of Govemment to make' orders -T he Govemment

‘prOVIdlng Flre Scrwce w1th such apphances and equip-
bey deem: necessary v

.

(b) for ‘prowdmg adequate supply of water and for securing its
,ﬂ&ly fo ”f’uqe-* ‘

or: constructmg or prov1dmg stations or hiring-places for
1g the Members of Fire Servme and. the fire-fighting pre-

for gwmg rewards to persons who havc given notice of fires
2o thQse who have rendered effective service to the Fire Service in
i harge of 1ts dunes s L

for the trammg, dlSClp]lIlC and gred conduet of the Mem-
F e\ Serv1ce ;- -

(f) for -the Speedy attendance of Members of Fire Service with
ssary: apphances and cqulpment on thc occasion of any alarm of
I rescue or of both ; .

A2) for sendmg Members of Fll‘e Service with apphances and
:beyond the limits of any area in which this Act is in force
ses of fire- ﬁghung or rescuc or of both in the ‘neighbourhead

!

"rh)lfor the employment of the Members of Fire Scrwce n any
lvage or other stmllar work

10) or regulatmg and ontrolh_ng the powers, duties and func-
itions of ‘the Dlrecmr ; L

' enera]ly for the mamtcnance of Fire Servme ina due state
fliciency ; and ‘ - o

_,(/c)_for giving compensatlon to persons who while rendering
ve ‘service to-the Fire Service in the discharge of their duties,
with cc1deﬂt and i in the event of their death to_the depe‘ndents

. i

) #
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11" Powers of Members of Fire Sermcw on oacufrrence* of
(1) On the occurrence 'of a fire in any area in which this Act
force. any Member of Fire Service who is n charge of ﬁi' ‘-ﬁdhtm
operations on the Spot may—

(a) remove, or order any other Member Qf‘ﬁFiré"'Se
remove, any person who by his presence interferes with or
the operatiern for extinguishing, or preventlnﬂ ‘the sprrcad of
or for saving hie or property;

(b) close any streef or passage In or near Whlch a"
bummﬂ

(¢) for the purpose of cxtmomshm ar preventmo the -spread:
of, fire, break into or break thmuOh or pull down, any premises
for the passage of the hose or other apphances or equlpment 0
extguish or prevent the spread of fire or cauSe them to be hroken
into or broken through or pulled aown, as the oecasion demands
doing -as lit{le ddmaﬁe as posmble,

(d) require the authority in charge of water-supply in the
area to fill static water tanks generally or o regulate the water
mains so as to provide water at a specified pressure at the place
where fire has broken out; ‘

(e) utllise the water of any stream, cistern, well or taﬁk“of‘df i
any available source of water, public or private for {he purpoSe of o
extinguishing or prexentmor the spread of such fire;

(f) exercise the same powers for dlspersmg an assembly of
persons likely to obstruct fire fighting operations as if he were an.
officer-in-charge of a Police Station and as if such an aSSembly
were an unlawful assembly and shall be entitled to the same
mm"mmtleq and protectlon as Such- an officer, m reSpect of the
exercise of such powers; -or ‘ : :

(g) generally take suc,h other meaSures as may appear to hlm:
to be necessary for extlngulshmd the fire or for the pmtectmn of
life or property. '

(2) Any damage done on the occasion of fire by Members‘o :
Fire Service in the dlscharﬂe of thelr duties shall be deemed tor 6
damage by fire within the meaning of any policy of mquranc
against five. ] ) B

12 Pcmm of Director to enter into armvzm’m«onts* for (tsszstance_
The Director, may, with the prev:ous sanction ¢f the Government,
“into arrangements with anv person whko emnlove and maintaing




onncl or Leeps eqmpment for ﬁre-ﬁghtmo purposes, to secure, on such
s @5 to payment or otherwise as may be provided under the arrange:
ts, the prowsxons by that person of asmstance for the puxpose of

‘tion, - reqwre the owners. or occup1ers of any prermses or class cf pre-
‘mises, which in their opinion, are used for any purpose which is Tikely
to cause a risk of firc, to’ [axe such precauticns as may be specified
in such notification.” '~ ,

(2) Where a nonﬁcamon has bcen issued under sub-secticn (1),
it sha]l be lawful for the Director or any officer of Fire Service autho-
rised by the Government in this behalf to direct the removal of objects
‘or goods likely to cause a risk of fire, to a place of safety; and on
,aﬂure of th~ owner or occupier to do so, the Director or such officer
~ may, ~fter giving the owner or occupier a reasonable opportunity of
making representation, seize, detain or remove such objects or goods.

' CHAPTER 1IT.
PENALTIES. -

(q) is found %to be. gullty of any VIOlatiOI‘l of duty or Wllful
reach' of any pl‘OVlSlonS of this Act or of any rule or order made
[ under ; or

(b) 1s found to he gmltv of any act of cowardme or

(c) w1thdraws from the du’ues or resigns his office without per-
nission o1 w1thout havmg glven previous notice of atleast two months;

(dy bemg absen‘ on Ieave fails, without reasonable cause, to
mselﬁ for luty on the explrahon of such Teave; or

5) accepts any other employmcnt or office unless permitted
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was commltted without his knowlcdge or that he had eXercise

“connivance of, or is attributable to, any neglect on the part o
“director, manager, secretary or other officer of the compa,ny,.
‘dzru:lur. ‘manager, secrctary or other officer shall be deemed “to
- ouitty of that offence and shall be. hable to be procteded agamst

ﬂ;_pumshed accordingly. ‘
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cause to comply with any of the requ;remems specified in a notifica-
tion issued under sub-section (1) of section 13 or of a direction issued
under sub-section (2) of that section shall be pumshablc with ﬁnc
which may extend to five hundred rupees.

16. Wilfully obstructing fire- ﬁghtmg Operations. —»Any person Who
wilfullv obstructs or interferes with any Member of Fire Service who .
i Lllﬂd‘J‘d in fire-fighting operations or is exercising his powers under
section 11 shall be punishable with imprisonment which may- extend
to. three months or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupccs
or wrth both. ,

17. 'False report—Any person who knowingly gives or causcs to"
be given a false report of the outbreak of a ﬁrc~ to any person autho-
rised to receive such report by means of a sfateraent, message or
otherwise shall be pumshabxe with imprisonment which may. extendr'é
to three months or with fine whirh mav extend to five hundred rupees
or with both. : : :

1%, Bar to other employment. ~ No Member of Fire bervme sh 1l
{:ugaoc in any employment or office whatsoever other than his duties
ander this Act unless expressly permitted to do so by the Dll'-.,CtOI' or
the Government.

19. Oﬁences by campames —(1) Where an offence under th.ls Act
has been committed by a company, every person who, at ‘the time
the offence was commltted was - chargc of and was’ 1CSp0nSIbl :

due dlhgcncc to prevent the commission of such otfence

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section 71} hie
any offence under this Act has been committed by a company. afx
it is proved that the offence has been committed with the cons

ot
é _
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,xplanatzon —--For th purposes of this section,—

(a) “ company ° mcans any body cerporate, and ipéli!dcs a
T . othc1 dssoclanon of mdmduals : and ' '

\   “ dlrector ” mz rclauon to a ﬁrm means a partaer in thv firm,
L 1‘_ ;-{,_CHAPTER V.
MISCELLANEOUS

: mploymen "on biher “duties—1It shall be lawful for the

gvernment or any offi 3cér of Fire Service authorised by them im this

f, to. employ any Member of Fire Servicé in any rescue, salvage

‘ork for whlch hc 15 sultable by rcason of hls training and
. T N

i nqmry mto orzgm of ﬁre and report to Executi ve Magzstrate —_
any fire has occurred within any area in which this Act is m
e “senior most officer of Fire Service not below the rank of an
‘in charge of ‘a fire station in that area shall make a report there-

he ' Executive: Maglstrate having Junsdu.tmn over the arca in
su' h ﬁre occurred ¥ and the sa1d Executwe Maolstrate may, in

, Power to obtam mjornw ion. —-Any thcer of Fire Servnce uot

the rank of an officer in charge of a fire station way, for the
purpose of dischagging his duties under this Act, require the owner
or:occupier of any building or other property to supply information
_h respect to the character of such building or other prOpcl’ty the

04, No compenmtzon for mterruptzon @f water-supply —No
_;horlty in charge of Water-suppiy in an area shall be liable to any

upply of water occa,smned only bv comphance of such authonty with
‘the: requn'emcnt Qpeuﬁed m clause (4 of sub sgg;uox} (1) of section 11.
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25. Pohce ()fh‘_er'; to aid.—It shall be the. duty of Pohce Ofﬁcers

01 all ranksto aid the Membérs of Fire Service in_ the d1scharge o
their duties under this Act. . s

26. Indemnity.—No -suit, prosecutlon or other legal proCccdmgs
shall lic against any person for anything which is in good faith doni
or intended to be doue in pursuance of this Act or any rule or order

made thereunder. \

27. Power to make rules.—(1) The Govcmmcnt may, make rules

l}i‘e for carrymo out the purposes of this Act. ,

15 . '

1ge (2) In particular and without prejudice to the’ gencmhty of.th

nd forcgeing power, such rulcs may provide for all or any of- thc foﬂlovvr
ing matierq namely :—- LRt

— (@) the pumber and grades of o_ﬂicer_s and Memb'ers_--df Fn'e

i3] Service ; * K S
an | (b) the manner of appomtment of Members of Fire Scrwce
re-
in - (¢} the form of the cerﬂﬁcate to be 1ssued to the Membcrs of\
in Firc Service ; e sl
e | (d) the conditions of service of the Members of Flrc Scrv1ce

including the ranks, pay and allowances, hours of duty and leave,

. maintenance of discipline and removal from service ; Ly
10 "
he (e) the circumstances in which and the conditions sub]ecﬁ tot
er ~which the Members of Fire Service may be dlespatched to carry 011
on fire-fighting operations in neighbouring areas ; che
hcr () the conditions subject to which the Members of Fire Ser-

‘}f . vice may be employed on rescue, salvage or other work ; ) B
(¢ the manner of service of notices under this Act;

' (h) the payment of rewards to persons, not being .Jembers e
xd of the Fire Service who render services for fire-fighuug purposes ; R
v (/) thc amount of compensation payable under clause (k) of
T section 10 ; - - -
< (j) the employment of the Members of Fire Service or use’

~of any equipment outside the area or on special se1v1ces and the fee

) . payabla thorcfor ; and ; ]

e
0“ g (/c) any other matter which is to be or may be prescnbed
of L under this Act. AT

(A Group) TV-2 Ex, [301]—2
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28. Publication of rules, commencement of rules and _nomzcaflgm
and ﬁ/a'c'ing them on the table of the I,{%gis/a"tatzjaf.—mw"(if) (@) All rules
ade under, this Act shall be pubiished in the Tandl Z\{adu Govern-
pent Gazette, and. uricss they are expressed to come 1nfo force on
o partleutyr day, shudl come into force on the duy on which they are .
g0, published, .

(0 All notifications issued under this Act shall, unless they
are expressed to come into force on a pasticular day, come into force
1 the day on which they are published.

7 {2) Bvery rule wade or-notification issued under this Act shall,
“as soon as possible, after it is made. or issued, be placed on the table
-.-of both Houses of Legislature, and if before the expiry of tue session
in which it is so placed or the next session, both Houses agree in
~making any modification in-any such rule or notification or both
~ Houses agree that the rule or notification should not be made or
- issued, the rule or notification shall thercafter have effect only in such
- modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so however,
“that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice
- to the validity of anvthing previously donc under that rule or notifi-

cation. : . ~

29, Provivions ax to existing Fire Service—1) The Fire Service
Cinexistenge in this State at the commencement of this Act shall be
*deemed to be the Tamil Nadu Fire Service established under this Act,

' . € e e . . . .
o (2) ..o Members of Fire Service in existence in this State at
. - the commencement of this Act shall be deemed to have becn appointed
*_as$ such under this Act,

- (3) Anything done or any action taken before the commence-
~»ment of this Act in relalion to the establishment of Fire Service
~: - referred to in sub-scction (1), in relation to any person’ appointed
thereto, shall be as valid and as effective in law as if such thine or
action was done or ‘taken under this Act: | -

S ‘Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall render any person
~guilty of any offence in respect of anything done or omitted to be
-done by him before the commencement of this Act.

. 30. Repeal and saving.—(1) If immediately before the dav on
-which this Act coemes into force in an area. there is in force in that
aréa any Iaw, rule, regtlation or by-law havine th2 farce of law which
-~comresponds to any provision of this Act. such law. rule, regulation or
“by-Jaw, shall so far as it relates to any mauer for which provision
.has been made in this Actrshall on thrat day stawd repealed.

Y




2UVICS
Wl be
5 Ak

ate at

ainted -

1eNce~
orvice
At

person
to be

tv On
1 that
\\'hiCh
on o
ARSI 11

TAMIL BADU G‘)‘VER-NMEIQ,T c;ixz.ﬂfrtm EXTRAORDINARY 233"
B e i — e Fa o 'ﬂ—%‘ ..‘.,,_, LG
(2> MNotwithstanding the rencal of any law, rule, rLgulatton Orig"

by-taw by sub-sectien (1), the gcneral rmponubthty -of any local autho-
rity under the law governing such authority, shall not be deemed to'
e limited. or modified, in so far as such law mqulrcs the: Iocalﬁ
authority,— : |

(a) to provide and maintain- such  water-supply and- ﬁrc‘
hydrants for fire-fighting plllpObe as may be directed by the ché:rn‘
ment from hme to time ;

(H) to frame by- Iaws for the rerru]atlon of dangerous trades

(v) to order any o[ its employees to render aid in ﬁghtlng a
fire when reasonably Lallcd upon to do so by any Member of Flre\.
Service ; and

4

() generally to lakc such measures as will 1cssen the hkell-;
“hoed cf fires or preventing the spread of? fires, ' oy

(By order of the Gcl)vem'or.).
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